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SDCA would be grateful if you took a few minutes to complete this questionnaire relating to
National Championships

1.

la.

to

‘o

9.
10.

12
15}

16.
17.

Is a practice race necessary ? YES/NO
Would you favour a practice race on Saturday, followed by six

Championship races? YES/NO
In a week long championship is a lay day of benefit? YES/NO

Should the Championship be in the following form:

(a) a week YES/NO
(b)  weekend YES/NO
(¢) long weekend YES/NO

(c.g. 3 days)
Is more than one race a day required? YES/NO
Maximum cost you feel a week’s Championship entry to be

Sharing with a compatible class helps to reduce costs, 1s this acceptable YES/NO

Should prizes/keepsakes be available for all entrants or just the usual few at the
front of the ficet? ALL/FEW

Time of year preferred

Distance prepared to travel

Venue to be sited on sca or otherwise

Any fayoured patch of coast/water/club

Should the venue cater for the family, ¢.g. beach, shops, excursions? YES/NO
What sort of accommodation do you prefer (please underline):

Hotel; boarding house (B. & B.): static caravan; mobile caravan/camper,

tent on camp site; staying with friends?

Social activities during championships to be:
(a) suitable for all family during day and cvening

¢.g. goll, rounders, barbecuc, cle. YES/NO
(b) slightly more formal ¢cyvening only events YES/NO
(¢) non-existent YES/NO

What arc your preferences for the Friday evening cvent to wind up the week ?
(a) Dinner or self-service buflet (cheaper) lollowed by prizegiving dance .
DINNER/BUFFET

(b)  Disco or dance band to follow prizegiving DISCO/BAND/NO
(¢)  Prizegiving only in Clubhouse and nothing clse YLES/NO
(d) If you do not want to attend a dinner or bullet, would you come to

the Prizegiving and disco/band at a nominal charge of £1/50p/NO
(¢)  Should there be reduced prices for the dinner/buffet/prizegiving

for children? YES/NO

Do you agree that the AGM should be held at the National Championships YES/NO
If no, can you suggest alternative arrangements”?

Did you have a particular reason for not attending 1984 Championships al Brixham?

Have/would you consider attending a championship, if so why and if not please give
reasons (PO if necessary)

Thank you for your time and efforts: Please return Lo either the Secretary or Treasurer.
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The major obstacle of the course was the dreaded Kingsferry bridge having 17 ft, clearance
from low water to deek. The bridge keeper will raise the lifting section for larger vessels, but
not for a horde of wild and woolley dinghy sailors. This required some care and
imagination for boats bigger than sailboards. Adrian, in the lead at this point, sailed straight
through, inspiring Dick to do the same, lecaving Dick with a bent mast and torn sail. No onc
clse tried this trick. The assembled crowd of fleet groupies with cameras clicking were
entertained by erews leaping from their boats into the Swale 0oze to capsize them and run
them through against the tide. Some of the back markers were assisted by a barge passing
the bridge at an opportunc moment cnabling them to go through upright.

Mike Hartnelland Spencer Rateliff from Worthing began to show well for a while after the
Kingsferry bridge, but faded as the fleet began to enter the Medway, cyes peeled for the
Olau Line ferry we were warned to keep clear of!

One of the most rewarding things was that after 3} hrs of hard sailing eleven Seaflys were
stll racing and passing boats like Merlin Rockets, Tasars, Fircballs, 505's and Ospreys.

The lead to the finish was held by Adrian Summers followed by Dick Flower and David
Hughes. The rest of the Scafly flicet was changing places frequently with Marcus Mclenaphy
and Richard Blaxley making eflorts 1o get into the action.

The total race entry was 224 boats, counting all dinghics and catamarans, Adrian Summers
and Nick Carter were *fourth overall, with Dick Flower and son Paul *fiftcenth overall.

All cleven Seafly entries completed the course and the Sheppey Yacht Club presented
trophies to the first two of these.

*Editors note: Excludes Sailboards
Scafly Resulis:
10th overall Adrian Summers and Nick Carter 404 Cheers Chaps
22nd overall Dick Flower and Paul Flower 620 Graded Grains
28th overall David and Christine Hughes 638 Mercury
29th overall Barry Thomas and Alisdair McPherson 640 Karamel Too
32nd overall lan and Louise Mansficld 642 The Admiral
34th overall Marcus Mcknaphy and Richard Blaxley 644 Slow 10 Come
35th overall Pete Jonces and Jim Imric 624 Sioux
55th overall Mike Hartnell and Spencer 621 Breakaway
81st overall Brian Hasc and Stewart Risbridger 507 Whow!
94th overall Brian Barnes 458 Bron-y-Aur
99th overall Allan Cox 415

All Scaflys werc in the top half of the results table which includes sailboards.

The large Scafly entry was the result of an impassioncd plea by Brian Howe at the AGM
to get some Scaflys on the Thames Estuary and that was donc.

In fact a great deal of the suceess of this day was down 1o Brian.

The visiting crews with their camp followers were all accommodated and royally
cnlertained by Val and Brian Howe. Every room in the house was occupicd by the gypsy mob
and the overflow occupicd tents and caravans in the garden. The organisation was superb
and in the next issuc of the Newslerter Brian will be persuaded to publish the recipe for his
most delicious curry which provided a lot of the wind experienced in the carly stages of the
racc on the following day.



WORTHING OPEN MEETING

The date was 14th-15th September, the venue Worthing Yacht Club, for yet another
successful meeting of Scafly sailors. The visitors came from Starcross, Scasalter and
Highcliffe providing a fleet of fourteen for Saturday's race and twenty-one for Sunday's
WO Taces.

Winds strength 4 to 5 on Saturday meant hard work and aching muscles. The race took on
the appearance of a Higheliffe Club race with Colin May, Adrian Summers, Alistair
MecPherson and Peter Jones taking the first four places. Could this be Highelifle revenge?

The news of this suceess must have travelled overnight to Higheliffe as Sunday saw the
arrival of most of the rest of their fleet.

Unfortunately for the visitors the wind dropped for Sunday’s two races giving the twenty-one
strong flcet a frustrating time and allowing the Scovell Light Airs cexperts Lo lake control.
Sunday’s second race cnabled Worthing to again revenge for Saturday by taking the first
four places, while the opposition were confused about the course and tide.

The overall result was as follows:

I. Dave Scovell

2. Colin May

3. Alistair McPherson
4. Peter Scovell

The racing seemed to be enjoyed by all concerned and it was pleasing to see such a good
attendance once again at an Open Mecting.

THE 25th ROUND THE ISLE OF SHEPPEY RACE

Circumnavigation Certificates arc now held by cleven Scaflys from four clubs as they
successfully completed the Forty Mile Race on Sunday the 2nd Scptember.

The Island Race has been established for 25 years as a long distance event designed to test
the sailing skill and endurance of competitors over a distance of 30 to 40 miles (dependent
upon wind and tide). The course is sailed clockwise around the Isle of Sheppey starting and
finishing at the Sheppey Yacht Club, and provides all types of suiling conditions, sca, cstuary,
river and Mup! with tides, currents and bridges to contend with.

The Sailing Instructions were rather daunting and I quote “'in an event of this type cvery
boat should be capable of completing the course in whatever conditions are encountered.
Particular note should be made of the possibility of being reliant on your own resources for a
protracted period, possibly returning after dark or in fog. All boats buoyancy arrangements
must be in thoroughly efficient working order™.

The fast dinghy class start was due to start at 11.30, but duc to an carlicr postponement
we were 20 minutes late anyway. Barry Thomas crewed by Alistair McPherson led the eleven
Scaflys across the linc followed by masses of other boats who had considered that with 40
miles to go they need not hit the line on the gun, and maintained a lead over 80 other boats
for some time!

The first 7miles to Leysdowne was a fast spinnaker reach gradually heading up to a two sail
fetch, winds were 4 gusting S with really exhilarating sailing.

Barry Thomas and Alistair held the Icad with Dick Flower and son Paul working through
the fleet to windward and taking the lead after 3 miles of sailing.

Peter Jones crewed by Jim Imric took the lead just before Leysdowne only to be repassed by
Dick and Barry. At the entrance to the Swale Adrian Summers took the lead followed by
Pete Jones, Dick Flower and Barry. The beat up the Swale was in fairly light winds with ever
decreasing water depths. Mud banks were the order of the day. This bunched up the flect with
lan Mansficld and Louise making up ground and David Hughes and Christine, despite an
carlier capsize, making supreme cfforts to pass Dick. Adrian and Nick Carter had now
cstablished a lead followed by Dick.

Alter theinitial sort out of the leaders in the Scafly flect, the entrance to the Swalc. (because
some did not take advantage of the tide), allowed the back markers at that stage to catch up
considerably, with the boats of Brian Howe crewed by Stewart Risbridger and Alan Cox
taking advantage of their local knowledge.







5. Sailing Holidays _

Two sailing holidays have come to my notice.

Firstly the RYA Young Skippers Scheme runs one and two-week cruises from the
Solent and Plymouth in centreboard Sonatas carrying a crew of three or four, with a group
leader. Age limits are 17 to 23 ycars and previous experience is not necessary. Berths cost from
£30 per week. Details from RYA  Scamanship Foundation, Victoria Way, Woking,
Surrey, GUI2 1EQ.

Sccondly Sequest are offering sailing holidays, cither on a barcboat or crewing basis,
on the Lycian and Carian coasts of Turkey, based on the port of Bodrum. | have some
brochures, price lists and booking forms. or you can write to Seaquest at 9/15 Aldine Street,
London, W12 8AW.

6. Scaflics Down Under

During my trip to Australia in the autumn (their spring) I had the great pleasure of
visiting Canberra YC, and spending a night with Peter and Daphne Fullagar— it should
have been two nights, but for the breakdown of the XPT Express, which is another story!
Dorothy and I were met at Canberra station late on Saturday night with a reception
committec of several of the local Scaflics and taken (o a party which went on until the small
hours.

On Sunday we visited the Yacht Club and watched some of the Scaflics racing; as it was
carly in the scason not many were afloat. Unfortunately owing to lack of time I had to
decline the offer of a sail. There i1s quite a large fleet although only half a dozen or so sail
rcgularly. Racing is on Lake Burley Griffin, which is man-madc and completed in the carly
1960s, and the Club is cclebrating its 25th scason this ycar. There is a large and
comfortable clubhouse set in spacious and attractive grounds for picknicking and sunbathing.
All sorts of boats are sailed from sailboards to trailer-sailers. The weather is of course much
warmer than we arc used to and they get good winds off the surrounding hills; the only
drawback scemed to be the subscriptions which were very high by our standards, although
not by Australian.

During my brief visit I was able to exchange a Starcross YC Burgee for onc of Canberra YC
as a memento of my visit and a token of thanks for the warm hospitality Dorothy and 1
received from Peter, Daphne and the Club members.

Later in Western Australia | went to Freemantle to sce Australia 11 and found her in
Fishing Boat Harbour having just been recommissioned to act as trial horse for the
Amcricas Cup Defence in 1987. As we watched she was lifted out of the water and we saw the
famous keel. All Australians, and particularly those in Western Australia, arc tremendously
proud of winning the Americas Cup and we must wish them well in February 1987,

7. Finally, a Happy New Year to You All
Pleasc don’t forget to pay your 1985 subscription (£5) promptly; we don't want to have to
remove your name from the distribution list.

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS

A quict end to the scason has been reported from SEASALTER with only one Scafly
appearing in the Frostbite Serics. Let us hope there will be more on the water in the new
scason Lo support new flect captain Alan Cox in his Scafly No. 415. Rumour has it that an old
fricnd of the flect has acquircd No. 506 and hopes to restore it to its original pristine
condition— welcome back to Bob Risbridger.

Since the Nationals most of the WORTHING flect scem to have been trying different rigs,
while David Scovell has got his right and wiped the floor with all of them. His current form
has also proved the Scafly can be sailed well to handicap— Eric Arthur look out! All this
experimenting means the home club are going to be a force to contend with at the Nationals
1985. :

Congratulations to Andy Heyford and his wifc Dee, on the birth of their daughter at the
cnd of January. Farcwells go to Spencer Rateliff and his family who have let to take up a
new opportunity in Germany— all the best to them.



NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

ALAN GREEN, “South Cones™, 10 Higher Warren Road, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1L.G
(Kingsbridge 2972).

1. Open Mectings—1985
This ycar's programme 1s as follows:

Daies Club Times of Races

8th-9th Junc Blakeney S.C. Saturday 10.15 (2 races)
Sunday 11,15 (1 race)

22nd-23rd June Highclhifle S.C.

13th- 14th July Starcross Y.C. Saturday 13.30 and 16.30
Sunday 14.30

14th-15th September Scasalter S.C. Saturday 11.30
Sunday 12,15

6th Octlober South Cerney S.C.

With these cvents fairly cvenly spread throughout the season itis hoped that many members
will do their best to attend. Why not make it Your New Year Resolution!

2. 1985 National Championsips

Itis Worthing Y.C's. turn to host the Nationals this year and they will be held from the
18th to 23rd August. It is expected that there will be the usual programme of races with a
Practice Race on Sunday - for which there is now the Brixham Y.C. Trophy  followed
by five Championship races.

Thosc of you who may have heard rumours of the rigours of Worthing’s beach should not
be putoff. Itisnotas bad as some would have you believe and during the Nationals launching
is usually from the sand at half tide and everyonce helps out to get the boats up the ramp after
the race. There is an excellent clubhouse with very good changing facilitics, bar and galley,
and the Club has a very efficient safety service.

Details of holiday accommodation can be obtained from the Tourist Information Centre,
Chapel Road, Worthing, Wes Sussex, BNI1 1HQ. For those who wish to camp it is hoped
to arrange a site adjacent to the Club where all the Scafly people can be together. Details of the
championship programme and the entry form should be available in the near future: in the
meantime the latest information can be obtained cither from me or the flect captain at
Waorthing: Pcter Bailey, telephone Worthing 33625.

3. National Championships Qucstionnaire

Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find a questionnaire asking for your views on
various aspects of the National Championships. It would assist the Committee in planning
future championships if you would please complete the questionnaire and return it cither with
your membership renewal subscription to the Treasurer, Eddic Spicer, or to me. We are
particularly keen to hear from those of you who do not attend the Nationals. Perhaps if we
changed the format, which has been much the same for many years, some more of you might
Lo encouraged to attend what is, to the regulars, always a most cnjoyable family week.

4. RYA National Dinghy Show, 1985

This Show, formerly called the London Dinghy Exhibition, takes place again at the
Crystal Palace National Sports Centre on 16th/17th March.

The Scafly Class will as usual have a stand displaying onc of the latest boats. The Show
is very well worth a visit as it is aimed mainly at the dinghy sailor and ncarly cvery class is
represented. Apart from being able to look around and pick up useful tips from other classes,
there are also a number of very interesting lectures, films and demonstrations to see. Entry
feesare Adults £2, Children SOp, car parking £1, and the Show is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
cach day.

So if you are within striking distance of London why not make it a day out for the family
to mecet old friends and make new oncs. I will be on the stand on both days and would
appreciate somc assistance in manning it particularly on the Saturday. Please let me know in
advance if you can assist.



