








1972, various Motor Vehicle Constructions and Use Regaliations. Mool Vehicles Variation ol Speed
Limits Regulations 1973 and new regulations which came imto loree in September 1981

Regulation 97 (of the 1973 Regulations),

This regulation says. in legal language. so far as hoat-trailing people are concerned. that a car
and treadler (and all parts and aceessories) shall at all times be in such condition that no danger s
caused or hikely to be caused 1o any person in or on the vehicle or trailer or on a road. It further
says that the load shall always be tied on properly and shall not fall off. nor shall it shift “thereby
causing possible danger to other road users.” !

Obviously. intrinsically dangerous picces ol cquipment (such as an overhanging mast or an
outboard motor on the transom) can be a dangerous load. There have been a number of cases belore
the magistrates as to the meaning of these words and it has been tound that an unprotected
outhoard motor is such a load.

Within these regulations, fines are heavy and disqualification or endorsement is i possibility.
Apart from anything clse. Regulation 97 15 s0 wide sweeping that anybody damaged on the road as a
result of a proved breach of Regulation 97 could make a claim against the owner or driver
It therefore pays you to ensure that while the boat is on a trailer being towed by your motor car
it is insured under a Motor Car Insurance Policy and declared o your msurers. Unless the trailer
and the boat aceidentally detach from the cir while you are driving on the road. as soon as it is
deliberately detached it becomes the subjeet of your Marine Policy

W cight and length
Assuming that an ordinary car is being used for towing, the maxinum overall fength of the trailer
including the boat. must not exceed 7 metres (just under 23 feet). the normal maximum permitted
width is 2.3 metres (7:67) and if your towing vehicle s less than 2 tons, this is the maximunm. In a cise
where the towing vehicle is heavier than 2 tons unladen. the trailer miay then be up o 12 metres
long (39'4") and 2.5 metres wide (8°27), but the total width of the bout iself must not exceed 2.9 metres
(9°67).

Any trailor over 7 metres (just under 23°) must have 4 wheels with the tratler’s wheelbase no less
than 3 of its overall length. Boaws wider than 967 can be carried but some formalitics must be
observed.

Unbraked trailers

At present trailers with an unladen weight of less than Jewt are not required to be themselves
fitted with brakes and in fact most manufacturers make them with wheels too small to incorporate
brakes.

By Regulations which came into force on Ist October 1982, unbraked trailers are measured by
reference to their gross (loaded) weight and must be marked on the external nearside with that
weight. The maximum gross weight of an unbraked trailer shall not then exceed 759 kg

At present a trailer with no brakes miust not weigh more than 60 per cent of the kerbside weight
of the towing vehicle but after Ist October 1986 the weight of the towing vehicle must be at least
twice the gross weight of the trailer and s foad. The present law requires that heavier trailers
must have brakes. and tradlers in excess 01 3.5 tons Laden weight must have an brakes.

Speeds

1. General. In general the maximum speed for trailing is 40 miles per hour. but the law allows
towing at S0 mph. if you fulfil certain conditions.

2. Weights. A trailer with brakes may be towed by private cars. goods (light) vans up to 30cwt.
and dual-purpose vehicles only. at 50 miles per hour. as long as its total weight 1s not more than
the kerbside weight of the towing vehicle. You may go at 4 maximum of 50 mph excepl. of course.
in a 30 mph limit. or other lower limits.

3. Kerbside weight. The phrase kerbside weight s m many Motor Vehiele Regulations. We would
suggest that you just visit a local weighbridge and ascertain the all-up weight of the vehicle
including fuel, water. normal tools and towing bracket. No other load need be included and
you don’t have to fill the car with passengers. then weigh the loaded trailer.

4. Trailer/towing vehicles ratio. the ratio between the weight ol the trailer and the towing vehicle is the
all-important aspect of this particular regulation, 1t was brought into British Law on the basis that
badly matched combinations can become unstable at high speeds. Other countries are enforcing
similar laws.

5. Markings and lights. 1f you wish 1o travel at a maximum of SOmph. the kerbside weight of the
vehicle must be clearly marked either inside (on the dashboard. for example) of the vehicle, or outside
(on the nearside)! The tradler must also bhe clearly marked on the external nearside with its maximum
gross weight. Make sure that both trailer and car are marked. A plate with the number S0 must be












