


CHAMPTIONSHIP REPORT by Alan Green

Seasalter S.C. hosted the 1979 Nationals from 19-24 August,
and as one of the older participants in his 12th National,
your reporter cannot remember a windier one - although we were
mercifully spared rough sea conditions in the sheltered waters
of the Swale estuary protected by the Isle of Sheppey from the
prevailing westerlies. Therr must have been at least a dozen
capsizes, which itself must constitute a Seafly record.

Twenty eight crews took part; the biggest entry was 9 from
Blakeney, with 7 from veasalter, 5 from Worthing, 4 from
Highcliffe and one each from Chew Valley Lake, South Cerney
and Fishers Green. The entries were rather down on previous
years - a great disappointment to the host club which had put
in a tremendous .amount of cffort and had all its boats out.
Where were the rest of you?

All races were sailed over Clympic courses from committee boat
starts, giving 2 to 2% hours racing. Sunday's practice race was
sailed in a light 1 - 2 westerly which shifted just before the
start turning the beat into almost a close fetch. Erik Arthur
and his sister Hannah from Blakeney, in their first Nationals,
sailed C288 to victory - obviously intent on following in
father's footsteps. David (Blackie) Black and Bill Rabbetts from
Highcliffe in C451 'Manuel' were sccond with Roy Perrynan and
Peter Bailey from Blakeney in their new Flower boat C623
'Jupiter' werc third.
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For the Chairman's Cup on Wednesday the wind was force 4,
gusting 5, from the west with a strong tide and a starboard
biased starting line, which almost inevitably led to the
only general recall of the week. Colin May had by now got
C622 tuned to perfection and with his not so light crew
clearly revelled in the stronger conditions. He led at the
windward mark, followed by former National Champions Morris
Arthur and Brian Cooper from Blakeney sailing C279 'Iceni',
and Matthew Gray. The wind increased on the last lap and the
final beat was hard work with short tacks to kcep inshore nas
far as possible out of the tide. At the finish it was Colin
May first, Morris Arthur second and Matthew Gray third.

Thursday's forecast for the Herbert Trophy was south-west

4 -~ 5, gusting 6, and it did just that, notwithstanding Radio
Medway's optimistic 3 - 4. The first beat into the Swale with
the tide under the boats was quickly accomplished and at the
windward mark it was Morris Arthur, closely followed by Colin
May and then Matthew Gray. The capsizes started on the first
reach and there were a number of retirements due to gear
failure in the heavy conditions; a particularly nasty squall
out of the Swale flattened the last few boats just before the
end of the race, but they all got up and finished the course,.
Colin May was agnin the winner, with Morris Arthur second and
Matthew Gray third.
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EDITORIAL by Tailender

Another Nationals and socn the end of another secason. Before
boats and crews hibernate for the winter a few Seafly thoughts

to ponder around the fireside or in the pub while the wife strips
down the beat...

The season certainly started late after one of the longest and
hardest winters in living memnory. Many had only been afloat

a dozen or so times befrre the Naticnals., Attendance at open
neetings was again poor although Blakeney mustered almost its
entire fleet of 14 boats. it the other end of the country,
almost as isolated, the Starcross mesting attracted 12 cntries.
Highcliffe also managed a dozen. But in nearly every case the
best turn-out of visitors was TWO.... The cost of fuel and
accommodation has certainly taken its tcll. But you can't make
pecple attend. They have tc want tc go, although I suspect if
a few nore ventured nut they would do so again. Most clubs

are prepared to find you a bed or 2 place to pitch a tent and
extend a very warn welcome to travellers.

Even the bigmest open of a2ll, the Nationals, attracted only 29
boats. But those who did make the journey (nearly one third
from Blakeney) enjoyed the racing and excellent Seasalter
hospitality immensely - despite wind and rain. 4nd the
entertainment provided, especinlly for the children, was much
appreciated. The hardy contingent of campers continuzs to grow
year by year even if they do look a little rusty: I hope a
suitable private site can be found at Plymouth so everyone

can be together againe
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