WELL s here agamn Spring at last, and some good sailing weather already
This edition of the Newsletter brings you the follow ing choice snippets

National Championships Entry Form and Programme ol cvents
Notes from the Secretary, Alan Green
“Hit the Road™ from Dave Cotgrove
Camp Site information for the Nationals
Plus some other goodies like:

Subscriptions are now due. Please dig out the application form in the last Newsletter. fill
it in and post (with some money of course!) to Eddic Spicer.* Fleet Captains please bully
satlors at your next Club race and iry to get some money out of them. If you can get the cash
so much the better —send it ofl with a list of names

Someone suggested (1 don’t know who it was so can't give credit) that we published a short
profile on the Clubs hosting Open Meetings. with some directions on how 10 get there. So to
kick ofl with there's one on Highelifie herewith Perhaps Fleet Captains of other clubs could
do something similar for future editions”

Not too much news from individual clubs has filtered in vet a bit carly | supposc. Still.
we hope Lo bring you a pre-Nationals Newsletter this year so there should be some by then.

See vou on the water!

*Eddie is in the process of moving house. so please send your subscription to him: ¢/o 12
Vicarage Gardens. Dawlish. Devon.

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

ALAN GREEN, : . _
“South Cones™. 10 Higher Warren Road. Kingsbridge, Devon. TQ7 1LG
Telephone : Kingsbridge (0548) 2972,

I. London Dinghy Exhibition

David Hughes Kindly lent his Seafly “*Mercury™ (C638) at very shor! notice so that we had
one of the latest composite boats on show. which attracted quitcalotofattention. The present
cockpit layout compares favourably with other similar dinghies at the show. Thanks are also
due to Brian Young and lan Mansficld who did the towing. Mike Hartnell who brought the
stand and to Colin May. Alan Izzard and Brian Howe for helping to man the stand. It was
nice to meet so many old friends in the Class and also to make some new acquaintances.



2. 1984 National Championships

Arrangements are well inhand with Brixham Y.C. and the Solo Class Association for the
Nationals at Brixham from 29th July to 3id August.

The Club is situated mside Brixham harbour and there is a well-appointed clubhouse
from where the racing can be watched taking place out in Torbay. Dinghies will be parked in a
reserved arvea ol the Freshwater car park which has a ramp mto sheltered water. The Club
has been asked to arrange assistance with launching trolleys as access 1o the water is rather
limited. A weekly car parking ticket will be available [rom the attendant for £6. Since racing
isat 1100 hours (exeept the Practice race at 14,00 hours) it should be possible to park carly in
the mornings before the place fills up with holiday-makers. :

The preliminary notice and entry form is enclosed with this Newsletier. The entry fee is
£30 with a £5 penalty lor late entry alter 30th Junce. So get cracking! 1t is hoped to arrange a
buflet and prizegiving for about £5 a head with a reduction for children. Olympic courses will
be sailed with the Solos starting sceond and sailing an extra sausage lap  which should
aive the Seaflies plenty of time to get elear ol the changing room.

Brixham is a popular holiday resort so il you have not yet arranged accommodation you
are advised to do so without further delay. With the National 12s at Paignton the same week
accommodition will be at a premium. A holiday brochure can be obtimed from the
Tourist Information Oflice. Old Marker Place. The Quay. Brixham 11 you intend o camp.
lan Mansficld is arranging a site where all the Scallies can be together phone him on
Ringwood (042 54) 538N

You will see [rom the Social Programme that on the Tuesday there is to be the Mayoral

reception at Oldway Mansions. Oldway is the former estate ol the Singer family. ICis &
magnificent stately home in Paignton. now the official civie “home™ of Torbay Council.
This reception is not the usual informal “mect the Mayor™ do. but a somewhat grander
allair. Tee shirts and jeans are NOT the order ol the day ! This promises to be a much ““posher™
occasion. but do not be put ofl; this will be the kidies chince to show off the new dress that
you have just bought them and for everyone to live it up for an evening in the grand style.

3. Date of Open Meetings
First Race

19th 20th May Blakeney S.C Saturday 0915 hours
23rd - 24th June Highehfle S.C.

14th 15th July Scasalter S.C. Sitturday 1300 hours
I5th 16th September Worthime Y ( Saturday 1500 hours
7th October South € ciney S

4. Boat Registration

I wrote in the last Newsletter that several boats do not have Boat Measurement forms
lodged with the Association. which means they are not oflicially registered even though they
may have a Measurement Certificate. 1 have had one or (wo responses so far. but there are
others. | know. so please cheek whether you still have your Boat Measurement form and il
sosend it to me with the registration fee of £1 (not £2 as stated in the lastissue). IFyour boat’s
certificate still shows a previous owner. send me the certificate and a re-registration fee of
£1 for a new certificate.

5. Rules of Measurement and Construction

The updated rules have been prepared. During revision the opportunity has been taken
to incorporale certain measurements which previously appeared only on the plans. but
there are no significant alterations and the dimensions to be measured for the Measurement
Form remain the same. The Committee has agreed the updated rules and they will be issued
in duc course to Committee Members and Fleet Captains. who should make them available
(o their members before the A.G.M. at which the Committee will propose their formal
adoption. Unfortunately the costs of production preclude distribution 1o every member at
this stage. but il anyone would like his own copy he should write to me.



6. Scafly Copyright

Colin May. owner of the copyright. has oflered to sell it to the Association. provided he
can continue as the sole authorised builder of GRP hulls. He will retain the moulds. A £35
royalty lee is payable to the copyright holder for cach boat built.

The Association has for many years been anxious to own the copyright so that it would
have full control of the Scafly design. although it should be said that the Committee
recognise that the present owner has always consulted the Committee over any proposed
changes.

The Committee feels that this important question should be discussed by the membership
at the A.G.M.. particularly as additional finance will have to be raised. One suggestion is a
special levy on members. which would probably not have to exceed £5. If any members
have views on this proposal please let me know.,

7. Proposed Design Alterations
Two changes to the drawings have been proposed by Colin May to improve the cockpit
layout and appearance:
(1) to curve the carlins at the aft end of the deck so that they are faired into the aft end of
the mast step. instead ol leading straight to a point in front of the step. This requires
lowering the centre of the deck by about 38 mm (1} in.) as has alrcady been done in
several rebuilds without detriment to the appearance or aflecting the performance,
(i) to allow the inside edge of the side tanks (o be moulded to a radius of 38 mm (11 in.).
This would allow existing boats to be modified to provide a more rounded inner edge
without going to the trouble and expense of redecking.
The Committee has agreed that up to four boats may be built to this design pending
the A.G.M.. when the proposals will be formally considered.

8. | have just been notified ol the date ol the Sheppey Iskand Race which will take place
on Sunday. 2nd September. 1984, This is the longest U K. dinghy race covering between
30 to 40 miles of sea. estuary and river around the Isle of Sheppey and may be of interest to
members. especially that at Scasalter. Advance entry is £4: £5 on the day. Entry forms from
Island Race Organiser. Sheppey Yacht Club. Marine Parade. Sheerness. Kent.

9. Finally. I have had evidence recently of Seaflies in far distant waters. At the Dinghy
Exhibition the Leader Association stand displayed a Groves Travel brochure featuring sailing
holidays and tuition in Greece. Among their dinghy fleet are three Scaflics. including
€444 which many of you will remember was saitled by Gordon Thomas at Highelifle.

On my return from Crystal Palace | receved a letter from Kingsley Singer in Northern
Ircland reporting a flect of twelve Scaflies at Neweastle Y.Coin Co. Down. Many members
will remember the 1976 Nationals at Worthing when Peter Wilkin and Will Hawthorne
brought their boats all the way from Newcastle and made their mark both on and off the
water.

SEAFLY DINGHY CLASS ASSOCIATION
NOTICE OF 1984 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Seafly Dinghy Class Association will be held. as usual,
during the National Championships on Wednesday. Ist August, 1984 at 1930 hours at
Brixham Yacht Club, Overgang. Brixham. Devon.

Nominations for Committee members and Resolutions for consideration at the Annual
General Mceting must be received by the Secrctary at least 28 days before the date of the
Annual General Meeting under Rule 8 of the Constitution. They must therefore reach
Alan Green at “*South Cones™. 10 Higher Warren Road. Kingsbridge. Devon TQ7 1LG
not later than 4th July. 1984. otherwise they cannot be considered. Members who cannot
attend may appoint a proxy. who may be the Chairman. to vote on their hch'fl“ : this must be
in writing. An agenda will be sent to paid-up members prior to the Annual General Meeting.



“HIT THE ROAD”

Of the six hundred Scafly owners and two hundred or so association members. it is my
guess that a good number enjoy racing this boat. True. there may be many who are content to
potter about in creeks and estuaries and inland waterways. but I suspeet that most enjoy the
excitement ol competition. even il it is only their own personal race 1o beat the tide home! |
am surce that those who do not race are quite happy with thewr situation. Equally 1 am sure
that there may be many Scafly owners who do not race but who would like to try.

Those of us who arc able to race in our own club against other Scaflies are fortunate
others must race in handicap fleets. But where are all these keen competitors when it comes
to Open Mectings and the Nationals . .2

“The Nationals™ | hear a cry ol horror as some reel back at the very thought of
competing at such “high class level™. 1100 recoiled aghast when, a few years ago. someone
suggested itto me  but I went. | enjoyed it and | didn’t come last. Nor did 1 come first  or
anywhere near it. but at the end of the week I was hooked and have not missed one since.
Besides. when you are asked where you have been and reply. At the National Champion-
ships™. you arc inclined to rise i the estimation ol some uninformed acquaintances. There
are of course. very good sailors at the Nationals as you would expect. You can casily tell
them apart from the rest of us — they are the ones who keep winning. However. inexperienced
helms have no need to worry about them and probably will not see much of them unless they
are lapped. But you might find that you don't get left hehind and perhaps you are a little better
than you first thought. The Nationals offer far more to most competitors than a week of
competition on good open water. To most people it's a week’s holiday with family and
fricnds with evenings out and barbeques and . . . I expect you read it all in lan Mansfield's
article in the last issuc. What [am saying is that a week at the Nationals can be great fun for
everyone. not just the experts at the frontand this year. Brixham makes an ideal family venue.
with Torbay spread out belore you. So why not join the regular band. Whether you stay in
B&B. a posh hotel or join the “Bertram Mills Circus™ and camp in the Scally village. you
will be surc of a good week.

If you need to gather confidence in your ability before tackling the Nationals why not
attend an Open Meceting held throughout the scason by Scally clubs. These are generally only
larger club races held over a weekend. Unlortunately . visitors to Open Mecetings have
dwindled over the last few years. but those who do attend are always made most welcome
by the host club. and soon find they become firm friends with all the regular “circuit™ sailors.
So why not try an open meeting o1 two this year? Disregard the dreadful tales that are told
around the bar. of the hazards that await you. OF Worthig with mountainous scas crashing
onthe beach. of Highclitfe with its murderous mill race. like bath water going down the plug.
ol South Cerney with its fickle winds or ol Starcross with its incomprehensible currents.
We've all heard the tales. but believe me they are all much exaggerated.

Cost is. of course. always an important factor when travelling. but over the years | have
found the Scafly flect to be most hospitable and a phone call to the Class Captain can usually
find you a bed for the night or at least an armchair or a bit of Hoor! And the helpfulness
and camaraderic extends beyond the sailing. Like when. late on a Saturday night on the way
back from Worthing along the South coast. | found myself staring forlornly at a shredded
tyre on the road trailer  and no spare! Where were we. or more importantly. where was
the nearest Seally fleet. A quick phone call to the Higheliffe **fix-it™ brigade and help arrived.
a sparc road trailer was found and not long after. we were back on the road. somewhat
overloaded with an extra road trailer on top of the boat. but nevertheless on the move. Lesson
to be lecarnt carry aspare! There’s nothing like the leeling of arriving atan away event. I you

don’t know anyonc— you soon will as your hosts come forward to “size you up™. Thosc of
you who are known. will know how helpful and friendly the competitors are on land
anyway. . .

So this year why not give it a try. Drop your mast. hitch up the trailer and hit the road!

DaviD COTGROVE
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NATIONAL soLo cLass & Seafly Class

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

'\ BRIXHAM
¥ _—  YACHT CLUB ‘: |
OVERGANG - BRIXHAM

DRFLITMINARY MRTICFE AND EMTRY FOBD

Principal Race Cfficer Rryan Dalley

PROGRANME PF RACES

SOLO CLASS SEAFILY Tl ASS TINE
Sunday 29th. July, City 0Of Plymouth Trophy Practice Race 14:00
¥onday 30th., July. Brixham Yacht Club Trophy The Lucas Cup 1l:00
Tuesday 3lst. Jul. Mountifield Cup The Sussex Salver 11:00
Wednesday lst, Aug. Portlemouth Trophy The Chairmans Cup 11:00
Thursday 2nd. Aug. River Dart Cup The Herbert Cup 11:00

Friday 3rd. Aug. Royal Corinthian Yacht The City Of Plymouth Cup 11:00
Club Trophy

SCORING: The Olympic scoring system will be used,
If 4 or S races are sailed, there will be one discard.

If 3 or less there will be no discards,

SOCIAL PROGRAMME:

Saturday 28th. July Disco 20,30

Tuesday 3lst, July Mayoral Reception. (lldway Mansion
Wednesday lst. August Seafly A.G.M.

Thursday 2nd., August Solo A.G.Y.

Friday 3rd. August Prizegiving.

LOCATION:

Brixham Yacht Club occupies a charming position on the Southern
side of Torbay, overlooking Brixham Harbour.

Freshwater Car Park, the dinghy parking area, has immediate
access to the open sea, with deep water at all states of the tide,
and moderate tidal streams.

There are many beaches and other attractions in the area for

members of the family not participating in the sailing.









